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MANIFESTATION OF POINT
DEFECTS IN THE ELECTRONIC
STRUCTURE OF Hg3Te2Cl2 CRYSTALSPACS 61.72.Bb, 61.82.Fk

Within the score of the density functional theory, we investigate the impact of point defects
on the electronic structure of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals, by using the supercell model [2× 2× 1]. The
ab initio calculations for defect-free and defective Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals in the LDA approx-
imation are performed for the first time, by using the quantum-chemical software package
SIESTA. The studied crystal possesses an indirect band gap. According to the analysis of the
obtained data, the indirect gap is equal to 2.628 eV, while the direct gap is 2.714 eV. The
influence of vacancy defects on the conductive and optical properties of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals is
discussed in detail. The tellurium and chlorine vacancy defect states indicate the presence of
additional energy levels below the bottom of the conduction band edge. We have shown that
only tellurium vacancies produce the additional energy levels in a vicinity of the valence band
maximum. It is found that the presence of point defects in Hg3Te2Cl2 changes the direction
of optical transitions. Therefore, the defective crystal is a direct gap semiconductor. The sat-
isfactory agreement with the experimental data is obtained.
K e yw o r d s: band structure, point defects, gap, absorption edge, optical transitions.

1. Introduction

Hg3X2Y2 (X = S, Se, Te; Y = F, Cl, Br, I) com-
pounds are crystallized into the corderoite structure.
The acentricity of a crystal structure of the mentioned
crystals is one of the reasons to forecast their possible
application also as a non-linear optical material. The
structure and its relation to the fundamental physical
properties of these compounds is a very interesting
subject for theoretical studies due to the expected
possibilities of their practical usage. It is worth to
mention that the main structural feature of Hg3X2Y2

mercury chalcogenhalogenides is the tendency to the
formation of various polymorphic modifications due
to the great conformational capacity of the mercury-
chalcogen component [1–4]. Additionally, in this class
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of materials, the point defects of a lattice structure
are the significant contributors to their applications.

The optical properties of Hg3X2Y2 crystals such
as the refractive index, optical activity, electrooptical
effect, visible and IR transparencies, photoconduc-
tivity, optical nonlinearity etc., make them promising
nanomaterials for nonlinear applications [1–7]. They
are of great interest for practical applications in elec-
tronic and acoustic-optical devices: modulators, el-
ements for dynamic holography, recording, informa-
tion storage, deflectors, and other devices based on
the phenomenon of the interaction of light beams.

The main key to the better understanding of a ma-
terial lies in the physics of defects. Apart from in-
fluencing the electronic properties, the point defects
mediate the self- and the dopant-diffusion. Thus, the
investigation of point defects is of a great physico-
technological interest. It should be noted that the
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Fig. 1. Crystal structure of Hg3Te2Cl2

DFT calculation is an effective approach to the deter-
mination of crystal properties, as it involves assump-
tions about the electronic structure and atomic inter-
actions and creates new opportunities for the design
of new materials with promising properties. Physical
properties of semiconductors depend strongly on mi-
nor changes in a crystal structure caused by defects
or imperfections.

The present paper is aimed at the studies of the
band structure of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals, by using the
DFT approach. It focuses on two aspects: one is the
comparing of the electronic structures for defective
and defect-free Hg3Te2Cl2, the other is the role of
vacancy defects in the band gap formation. In the
first part, the structural and electronic properties
of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals are discussed. Next, the origin
of Te and Cl vacancy defects and their influence on
the electronic structure are studied. Such studies have
not been carried out earlier for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals.

2. Calculations

The ab initio calculations of the energy band struc-
ture are performed within the density functional the-
ory (DFT) formalism [8–9], by using the SIESTA
software package on the basis sets of linear combina-
tions of the atomic orbitals. The exchange-correlation
interaction was considered in the local density ap-
proximation (LDA) [10–11]. We have used the Hub-
bard correction to obtain a better band gap value
that is mostly underestimated by LDA. The proce-
dure of calculations uses first-principles atomic norm-

conserving pseudopotentials [12–14] of atomic elec-
tronic configurations: Hg – [Xe] 4𝑓145𝑑106𝑠2, Te –
[Kr] 4𝑑105𝑠25𝑝4, Cl – [Ne] 3𝑠23𝑝5. The specified states
belong to the valence shells, [Kr], [Ne] – to the
core. The integration over the irreducible part of the
Brillouin zone was conducted, by using the method
of special 𝑘-points. The Brillouin zone was sampled
with special 𝑘-points of a 2× 2× 1 grid for structure
calculations. The total and partial densities of elec-
tron states were determined by the modified tetrahe-
dral method, for which the energy spectrum and wave
functions were calculated on a 𝑘-grid. The calcula-
tion is based on the Hg3Te2Cl2 structure, in which
the space group is Т5 – I213. The cell parameter is
𝑎 = 𝑏 = 𝑐 = 9.33 Å and 𝛼 = 𝛽 = 𝛾 = 90∘. Finally, we
carried out the geometric optimization, which mini-
mized the total energy of the system simultaneously
with the forces acting on atoms. The theoretical val-
ues of crystallographic parameters are in good agree-
ment with available experimental data.

3. Crystal Structure

Hg3X2Y2compounds are crystallized in a structure of
the 𝛼-Hg3S2Cl2 type. It is realized in the cases where
the chalcogen anion size is more than the halogen
anion size: S2− (0.182 nm), Se2− (0.193 nm), Te2−
(0.211 nm) > Cl− (0.181 nm); Te2− (0.211 nm) >
> Br− (0.196 nm). The main feature of this struc-
tural type is the existence of (Hg3X2)

2+
2𝑛 infinite

chains from [XHg3] trigonal pyramids connected by
the mercury atoms which are common for two pyra-
mids. These chains are united in a three-dimensional
framework. In its octahedral cavities, the halogen
ions are localized [4]. One specific case for such kind
of crystals is the existence of isomorphic substitu-
tions in the chalcogen and halogen anion sublat-
tices. A special feature of all studied modifications
of Hg3X2Y2compounds is the stronger ordering of
the anions as compared to the cations, owing to the
strong covalent Hg = X bonds. These bonds form var-
ious configurations with almost the same fixed bond
lengths.

Hg3X2Cl2 (X = Se, Te) gyrotropic crystals are
characterized by a structure with spiral chains. The
atoms are located on the upward or downward dou-
ble spiral in the structure (Fig. 1). A characteristic
feature of all compounds is the presence of two sets
of octahedral spirals with different radii and twist-
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ing directions. They are located side by side, oriented
in the same direction, and consistently alternated.
The spiral, which is twisted counterclockwise, has
a larger radius. The steps of both spirals are iden-
tical. There are some groups of atoms in the struc-
ture of Hg3X2Y2 crystals, which act as an optically
active chromophore. [HgX2Cl4] octahedra form spi-
ral chains with a triple spiral axis in the (111) di-
rection of the elementary cube. There are three spi-
rals of each type along the (111) direction, and they
are at some distance from one another in Hg3Te2Cl2
[1]. The interaction of spirals with opposite direction
is increased, and the change of a rotation sign is due
to this fact. The sign of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystal rotation
is caused by the strong influence of ХVI and YVII

atoms on the symmetry of the local crystal field and
the polarization medium as a result.

The structure of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals is character-
ized by the following set of possible nuclear positions:
С2(4), С2(6), and С1(12) [3]. Atoms occupy the posi-
tions: 12Hg (b) [𝑥 0 0.25] (𝑥 = 0.31), 8Te (a) [𝑥 𝑥 𝑥]
(𝑥 = 0.28), 8Cl (a) [𝑥 𝑥 𝑥] (𝑥 = 0.025), which defines
by the following set:

12В (2) – {𝑥, 0, 1/4}, {1/2 − 𝑥, 0, 3/4}, {1/4, 𝑥,
0}, {0, 1/4, 𝑥}, {3/4, 1/2− 𝑥, 0}, {0, 3/4, 1/2− 𝑥};

8A (3) – {𝑥, 𝑥, 𝑥}, {1/2+𝑥, 1/2−𝑥, −𝑥}, {1/2−𝑥,
−𝑥, 1/2 + 𝑥}, {−𝑥, 1/2 + 𝑥, 1/2− 𝑥}.

It should be noted that the Hg2+ ion owns
the considerable polarizing (deforming) action due
to the completely populated shell of 18 electrons
(4𝑠24𝑝64𝑑104𝑓145𝑠25𝑝65𝑑10). It is necessary to con-
sider also the additional effect of a polarization:
the anion, which is easily deformed, can create,
maybe, the deforming action on a strongly de-
formed cation. This leads to the anion polarization
growth. The additional effect of the polarization is
characteristic of the ions having a 18-electron shell
and increases on the subgroup from top to down:
the deformation of electron shells increases with the
radius of an ion [4]. There are two types of chemi-
cal bonds in the crystals under study: the covalent
bonds between atoms of mercury and halides, and
ionic bonds between atoms of mercury and halogens.

4. Results and Discussion

Real crystals always have certain defects or imper-
fections. Therefore, the arrangement of atoms in the
volume of a crystal is far from being perfectly regu-

lar. The defects often introduce additional electronic
states in the band gap and are also responsible for
the mass transport. Their acceptor or donor levels
control the Fermi level position, providing the 𝑝-
type and 𝑛-type conditions necessary for electronic
devices.

The simplest point defect is a vacancy, and such
defects may arise either from the imperfect packing
during the original crystallization or from thermal vi-
brations of the atoms at higher temperatures. In the
latter case where the thermal energy due to vibra-
tions is increased, there is always an increased proba-
bility that individual atoms will jump out of their po-
sitions with the lowest energy. The presence of point
defects is important in the kinetics of diffusion and
oxidation. It is known that the dominant lattice de-
fect responsible for the ionic conductivity in Hg3X2Y2

crystals is the anion vacancy. The anionic defect is a
donor one, which increases the concentration of elec-
trons. The presence of crystalline defects is undesir-
able, but certain types of defects are essential in the
semiconductor manufacturing.

The calculated electronic structures of defect-free
and defective Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals are presented in
Figs. 2–4. The band structure of Hg3Te2Cl2crystals is
calculated along the direction that contains the high-
est number of high-symmetry points of the Brillouin
zone (BZ): Γ →P→N→H→P→X′ → Γ →N. The
coordinates of the special points of the BZ are (in
units of the reciprocal lattice vectors): Γ(0, 0, 0);
P(1/4, 1/4, 1/4); N(0, 0, 1/2); H(1/2, –1/2, 1/2);
X′(1/2; 1/2; –1/2). The Fermi level is taken to
be 0.0 eV.

According to our results, the defect-free Hg3Te2Cl2
crystal is an indirect-gap semiconductor with the cal-
culated band gap width 𝐸𝑔𝑖 = 2.628 eV (N→ Γ), and
the direct gap width is 𝐸𝑔𝑑 = 2.714 eV (Γ → Γ). It
is in good agreement to the experimentally obtained
data [15]. Figure 5 shows the value of experimental
absorption coefficient 𝛼(ℎ𝜈) near the energy gap for
the Hg3Te2Cl2 crystal and indicates the presence of
both direct and indirect optical transitions in the
studied crystals. The vacancies create an additional
absorption peak near 2.5 eV in the experimentally ob-
tained spectrum. The absorption coefficient increases
sharply above 2.632 eV. The indirect gap has the
value 𝐸𝑔 = 2.63 eV, and the direct gap width is
𝐸𝑔𝑑 = 2.82 eV and correlate with theoretical data
with the Hubbard correction.
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Fig. 2. Сalculated electronic band structure (a), total and
partial densities of states (b) for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals with the
use of LDA+U

Figure 2, b shows DOS/PDOS for defect-free
Hg3Te2Cl2 calculated by the DFT. The conduction
band is formed by the hybridization of Te 𝑝-states
and Hg 𝑠-states. The top of valence band originates
mainly from Te and Cl 𝑝-states with small contribu-
tions from the Hg 𝑠- and 𝑑-states. The energy window
from –7 to –5 eV consists of the maximum contribu-
tion of Hg 𝑑-states with contribution of Te 𝑝-states.

In general, the whole region of valence states has a
complex hybrid character caused by the interaction of
all atoms spices inherent to the investigated crystals.

The inclusion of the spin-orbit coupling leads to the
removal of the degeneracy, splitting, and doubling of
energy levels in Γ, Х′, Н, and P points of the Brillouin
zone. Our analysis shows that the spin-orbit interac-

Fig. 3. Electronic structure (a), total and partial densities
of states (b) for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals with Te vacancies in the
supercell model 2× 2× 1

tion slightly modifies the band gap value, direction
of interband transitions, and energy position of some
subbands of the valence band.

In addition, the interpretation of a crystal gy-
rotropy is obtained from the band structure calcu-
lations for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals [1]. They indicate the
presence of direct and indirect interband transitions
with regard for the exciton effects in the fundamental
absorption edge. The analysis of the experimental ob-
servation of the optical activity in Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals
and DFT calculations [6, 16–18] shows that the mag-
nitude and the dispersion of the rotatory ability are
connected with direct interband transitions. The the-
oretical aspects of a gyrotropy are interpreted from
expressions for the dielectric permittivity tensor and
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the gyration tensor. This leads to the conclusion that
the linear components play the main role and are con-
nected with interband transitions. They define the
𝜌(𝜆) spectral dependence near the fundamental ab-
sorption edge. Displacements (𝜆) with a change in the
temperature reflects the temperature dependence of
the band gap width in the studied crystals. So, the
gyrotropy of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals has molecular nature
and is associated with the induced asymmetrization
of [HgTe2Cl4] chromophores, which is determined by
the space symmetry group of the crystals. Exciton ef-
fects give a significant contribution to the gyrotropy
in the range of the fundamental absorption edge.

[HgTe2Cl4] octahedra are the most deformed part
of the structure, and the deformation degree of this
structural complex caused by internal crystal field
will determine the strength of transition rotation and
the optical activity value of crystals. The value of
specific rotation increases with the deformation. The
transition of atoms [HgTe2Cl4] octahedra in any of
the excited electronic states makes contribution to the
gyrotropy caused by the C1local symmetry group [1].

The rotation dispersion gives information about
the band structure and dispersion laws of the valence
and conduction bands. The analysis of the optical
rotation curves for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals [1, 6] shows
that they are smooth and exhibit no anomalies in
the investigated range. It should be noted that the
sharp growth of curves is observed, when approaching
the absorption edge. This indicates that the rotation
of Hg3Te2Cl2crystals is connected with direct inter-
band transitions. But the participation of other elec-
tronic transitions, which are localized in the depth
of the fundamental absorption, in the gyrotropy of
Hg3Te2Cl2crystals is not excluded.

The absolute maxima of the valence band can be
realized at the N point, and the absolute minimum of
the conductive band is localized at the Г point (tran-
sition N→ Γ). But the presence of vacancy defects
changes the direction of interband transitions. The
valence band maximum and the bottom of the con-
ductive band are located at the center of the Brillouin
zone. One can be conclude that Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals
with Te and Cl vacancy defects are direct semicon-
ductors (transition Γ → Γ).

The shape of energy curves creating the valence
band possesses the dispersion prevailingly at the P
and Г points, which reflects the contribution of the
long-range potential formed predominantly by the

Fig. 4. Electronic structure (a), total and partial densities
of states (b) for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals with Cl vacancies in the
supercell model 2× 2× 1

𝑝-originated states of the both anions. Other high-
symmetry points and directions of the Brillouin zone
are less sensitive to the delocalization. The significant
dispersion of the conductive band bottom is observed
in the X′ − Γ →N direction.

Comparing the defect-free and defective band
structures shows that the Te and Cl vacancy defects
give additional energy levels in the band gap. The Te
vacancies give additional energy levels near the bot-
tom of the conductive band and the top of the valence
band. The top of the valence band is formed from
Cl 𝑝-states and Te 𝑝-states. The bottom of the con-
ductive band is originated by the hybridization of Te
𝑝- and 𝑑-states and Hg 𝑠-states (Fig. 3). Additional
levels are created due to the hybridization of these
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Fig. 5. Experimental spectral dependence of the absorption
coefficient near the energy gap edge for Hg3Te2Cl2

orbitals. The Cl vacancies create additional levels
only lower the conductive band (Fig. 4). There are no
changes near the valence band maximum, and the be-
havior of the defective crystals is similar to the defect-
free Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals in this case.

Vacancies are classified as a fundamental native
point defect and introduce deep levels inside the band
gap. Figures 3 and 4 show that the point defects
of Te and Cl vacancies introduce defect levels in-
side the Hg3Te2Cl2 fundamental band gap. The ex-
tended band states of anion vacancies are donors,
and the conduction band edge states have the 𝑝-
character, while the valence band edge states have
the hybridized 𝑝- and 𝑠-character.

It should be noted that the vacancy defects shift the
conductive band to the lower energy, by decreasing
the energy gap. The additional energy levels appear,
by creating an additional trap for charge carriers. The
tellurium and chlorine atoms have anion character,
but the neutral vacancies are formed to keep the sys-
tem not charged. Vacancy defects create new defects-
associated energy states intra the band gap or intro-
duce resonant states in the areas of the valence bands
or conductive bands. The anion vacancy is a donor, so
the Fermi energy level is moved into the conduction
band. Thus, there is a significant filling of the defect
state. The important electronic transition is induced
at the visible range with peaks, which were produced

Fig. 6. Spatial distribution maps of the charge density in
[HgTe2Cl4] octahedra: along the Hg-Te bond line (a); through
Hg and Cl atoms (b); through non-bridging Cl atoms and Hg,
Te atoms (c); through bridging Cl atoms and Hg, Te atoms
(d); along the Hg–Te–Hg–Te spiral chains (e)

906 ISSN 2071-0194. Ukr. J. Phys. 2016. Vol. 61, No. 10



Manifestation of Point Defects in Electronic Structure

by anions point defects. The decrease of the electron
transition energy from the valence band to the con-
duction band may be responsible for the visible light
optical absorption in Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals. The disper-
sion of the energy bands versus the direction of the
Brillouin zone for a defected structure possesses the
same feature, as observed for the perfect crystal.

Analyzing the calculated energy spectra for defec-
tive Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals, one can see that the lowered
energy level is localized at the X′ − Γ direction and
formed by Te 𝑝-states. This is the additional energy
level creating the bottom of conduction band. The
top of valence band is formed from the hybridized 𝑠-
states of cations and 𝑝-states of anions. The 𝑝-states
of tellurium atoms are dominating in both bands and
affect the band structure near the Fermi level.

The calculated energy spectra demonstrate changes
in the band gap and in the positions of all energy lev-
els of the valence and conductive bands. Such changes
of the electron energy spectra obviously testify to
an important role of the electron-phonon interac-
tion in the nature of the spontaneous polarization of
Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals.

The origin of the chemical bonding can be eluci-
dated from the calculated partial density of states
(PDOS). The charge density maps (Fig. 6) describe
the distribution of electrons in Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals
and allow us to compare the distribution nature
in different crystallographic planes. Figure 6 shows
the presence of covalent bonds in Hg3Te2Cl2 caused
by the hybridization of chalcogen and halogen 𝑝-
states and mercury 𝑠-states. In addition, they demon-
strate the electronic density distribution in the stud-
ied crystals in the plane intersecting along Hg= Te
and Hg= Cl bonds. Localized maxima of the elec-
tronic density on cation-anion bonds are connected
among themselves by the common contours of con-
stant charge density and characterize the covalent
component of chemical bonds. Ionic binding is char-
acterized by the increase in charge around anions
and the decrease in charge at the covalent bond be-
tween ions.

5. Conclusions

In this paper, the first-principles calculations are per-
formed to study the effects of Te- and Cl-vacancies on
the electronic properties of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals. The
vacancy defects create the optical states localized in
the band gap. In the case of Te vacancies, the addi-

tional energy levels near the both valence band and
conduction band are observed, but Cl vacancies cre-
ate only additional energy levels lower the conduc-
tive band. It is established that all additional lev-
els are formed due to the hybridization of cations
and anions. The existence of vacancy defects changes
the direction of the interband transitions. The an-
ion vacancies modify the energy band structure,
which affects the electronic and optical properties
of Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals. In addition, the anion vacan-
cies influence greatly the geometry structure of sur-
rounding atoms, and the great relaxation of the sur-
face occurs, which results in the alteration of elec-
tronic properties for Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals. The electron
density maps demonstrate the covalent Hg = Te and
ionic Hg= Cl bond characters. Our results also indi-
cate that the theoretical study can provide an im-
portant information and a good prediction of semi-
conductor properties. Therefore, the study of the in-
fluence of vacancy defects on the electronic struc-
ture of Hg3Te2Cl2 is helpful for the more profound
understanding of the origin of crystal defects in the
corderoite-type structures.
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tentials that work: From H to Pu, Phys. Rev. B 26, 8,
4199 (1982).

14. C. Hartwigsen, S. Goedecker, and J. Hutter, Relativistic
separable dual-space Gaussian pseudopotentials from H to
Rn, Phys. Rev. B 58, 7, 3641 (1998) [DOI: 10.1103/Phys-
RevB.58.3641].

15. Z.P. Hadmashi and L.M. Suslikov, Absorption edge of
Hg3Te2Cl2 crystals, Fiz. Tverd. Tela 26, 2, 592 (1984).

16. O.V. Bokotey, V.V. Vakulchak, and I.I. Nebola, Electronic
structure of mercury chalcogenhalogenides Hg3X2Hal2, in
Proceedings of Ukrainian-German Symposium on Physics
and Chemistry of Nanostructures and on Nanobiotechnol-
ogy, Kyiv, Ukraine, September 21–25, 2015, p. 139.

17. O.V. Bokotey, V.V. Vakulchak, and I.I. Nebola, Influence
of defects on the band structure of Hg3X2Y2 (X = S,
Se, Te; Y = F, Cl, Br, I) crystals, in Proceedings of the
XX𝑡ℎ International Seminar on Physics and Chemistry of
Solids, Lviv, Ukraine, September 12–15, 2015, p. 69.

18. O.V. Bokotey, V.V. Vakulchak, I.I. Nebola, and A.A. Bo-
kotey, Band structure and optical transitions in the
Hg3Se2C𝑙2 crystals, J. Phys. Chem. Sol. 99, 153 (2016)
[DOI: 10.1016/j.jpcs.2016.08.016].

Received 05.04.16

О.В. Бокотей, В.В. Вакульчак,
О.О. Бокотей, I.I. Небола

ПРОЯВ ТОЧКОВИХ
ДЕФЕКТIВ В ЕЛЕКТРОННIЙ
СТРУКТУРI КРИСТАЛIВ Hg3Te2Cl2
Р е з ю м е

Представлено результати розрахункiв в рамках теорiї фун-
кцiонала густини для дослiдження впливу точкових дефе-
ктiв на електронну структуру кристалiв Hg3Te2Cl2 з вико-
ристанням моделi суперкомiрки [2× 2× 1]. Вперше прове-
дено ab initio розрахунки для бездефектних та дефектних
кристалiв Hg3Te2Cl2 в наближеннi локальної густини, вико-
ристовуючи квантово-хiмiчний програмний пакет SIESTA.
Дослiджуваний кристал є непрямозонним напiвпровiдни-
ком. Згiдно з аналiзом отриманих даних, величини непря-
мого та прямого переходiв становлять 2,628 еВ та 2,714 еВ
вiдповiдно. Вплив дефектiв вакансiй на провiднi та оптичнi
властивостi кристалiв Hg3Te2Cl2 обговорюється в деталях.
Дефектнi стани вакансiй телуру та хлору створюють до-
датковi енергетичнi рiвнi нижче дна зони провiдностi. Ре-
зультати дослiдження показують, що тiльки вакансiї телу-
ру створюють додатковi енергетичнi рiвнi в околi вершини
валентної зони. Встановлено, що присутнiсть точкових де-
фектiв в кристалах Hg3Te2Cl2 змiнює напрямок оптичних
переходiв i тому дефектний кристал є прямозонним напiв-
провiдником. Одержано задовiльне узгодження з експери-
ментальними даними.
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